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LaRouche philosophy
defies political analysis

WASHINGTON — The roots
of Lyndon LaRouche, leader of
a dozen fringe organizations,
are clear, even though his gyra-
tions on the political scene are
baffling.

He was reared in a Quaker
family in New Hampshire and
was what we would now call a
peacenik at the beginning of
World War II, when he enlisted
and saw service overseas.

He then plunged into the left
wing as a Trotskyite but soon
split with his comrades and
started on a career of disrup-
tion, adopting the name of Lyn
Marcus (Lenin plus Marx).

One of LaRouche’s early
ruses was called the U.S. Labor
Party. He organized cadres in
several states and filled candi-
dates for public office in Re-
publican primaries.

As his political activity in-
creased, he developed a pat-
tern of entering his candidates
in the Democratic Party, call-
ing his scattered followers the
national Democratic Policy
Committee — a thinly dis-
guised attempt at confusing
himself with the long-estab-
lished Democratic Party.

He ran for president in 1976,
1980, and 1984 and is getting
ready for 1988.

Before gaining national at-
tention with recent victories in
the badly split Illinois Demo-
cratic primary — his followers
won nominations for lieutenant
governor and secretary of state
— his cadres had picked up a
few votes here and there in

more than 100 elections. This -

year, there may be as many as
750 LaRouche candidates in
more than half the states.

Now there is great interest in
this weird sort of chameleon,
many trying to dismiss him as
some kind of lunatic.

Wesley McCune is director
of Group Research Inc.

LaRouche’s growth has been
accomplished with organized
cadres, armed lieutenants,
brainwashing and terrorism —
the latter ranging from harass-
ing phone calls to actual vio-
lence against dissenters.

He once sent recruits to a
paramilitary training camp in
Georgia.
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Although LaRouche’s party
line is subject to change, it has
long been anti-Semitic — he
claims that the Nazis “only”
killed “about a million and a
half” Jews — and built on con-
spiracy theories against the
Rockefellers, Henry Kissinger,
and the Queen of England.

Besides his baffling ideology
— which rambles on incessant-
ly and often defies analysis —
the question of LaRouche’s fl-
nancing has never been solved.

Experts think he makes
some profit from his publica-
tions, from dues, and much
more from several computer
technology firms he started
years ago; but these do not add
up to the millions of dollars he
obviously puts out.

For example, after living
modestly in the USA and in
Germany, he now occupies a
large estate in the hunt country
near Leesburg, Va. — sur-
rounded by armed sentries.

If he is crazy, he is crazy like
a fox.
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